Professor Nunn, "since the soul of art, like that of play,
is the joyous exercise of spontaneity."1

In many children this impulse towards graphic ex-
pression, having played its part in the child's develop-
ment, tends to disappear at about eight or nine years of
age; in some, it is carried on to a higher level of artistic
production consistent with the child's more developed
view of the "real" world, by means of enlightened
teaching.

In a few children, love of painting and drawing
survives the "play" years and then becomes a genuine
"art interest" which will be pursued irrespective of
teaching, although it may be greatly helped by a
skilled teacher- We may, perhaps, assume that these
are the children who possess specific ability for
drawing.

The Study of Children's Drawings

Children's drawings have been extensively studied
since the later years of the nineteenth century, A brief
description of this work is given by Dr. Goodenough2
at the beginning of her own valuable contribution to the
subject. ,A11 investigators find certain characteristics
common to children's early drawings. A brief summary
of these may perhaps serve as an introduction to the

1 Nunn, Education, chap, vii, p. 90.

1 F. Goodenough, Measurement of Intelligence bj Drawings 3 chap. i.
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